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Press Release

HPA Expresses Concerns on the Cancellation of Support for the Low Carbon Buildings Programme

The Heat Pump Association has written to the Secretary of State, Chris Huhne, expressing its disappointment at the closing of the Low Carbon Buildings Programme.

Heat pumps have played, and continue to play, a major part in the national strategy for the introduction of practical, low energy heating systems delivering significant CO2 reductions.

Cancellation of LCBP support means that there is no programme in place between now and the proposed introduction of RHI in April 2011.

The LCBP provided an early stimulus to industries in the process of establishing credible alternatives to fossil fuel heating systems.

Such cuts raise real concerns about the continuity of progress towards achieving a renewable and low CO2 economy. The HPA is seeking assurance that the major domestic heating policy tool, the Renewable Heat Incentive, will go ahead as the RHI is likely to change the shape and practices of the UK heating industry, with heat pumps poised to make a huge contribution to UK achievement of targeted renewable deployment and CO2 reductions. 

The HPA and its members have played a very significant role in the development of product accreditation and consumer protection schemes necessary to the mass roll-out of government policy, and members have collectively invested £millions in testing and approvals for schemes such as MCS and SAPQ. Only the continuity of policy will ensure that these investments are not wasted. 

Notes to editors.
1. HPA is part of the Federation of Environmental Trade Associations (FETA)

2. Tony Bowen is President of HPA

Mike Nankivell is Vice-President of HPA

3. www.heatpumps.org.uk and www.feta.co.uk







