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30 April 2009
PRESS RELEASE

PRESIDENT’S SPEECH – FETA LUNCH

Good afternoon everybody, and thank you for joining us today at the annual lunch for FETA and its associations.

We have a very varied cross-section of people here today : many members and their guests, plus official guests of individual associations and of FETA, plus a number of non-members who support the event in their own right.  It is very pleasing to see you all here.

There have been some minor changes to our event this year, encouraged by the help we now receive from Hannah and Andrew at Datateam, who are taking on much of the administrative work previously carried out by Christine and the rest of the FETA staff.

Some of you will know that I am here as President of the British Refrigeration Association and Chairman of the FETA Board this year, so it is my pleasant duty to speak to you before our guest speaker, Stewart Francis, takes to the floor.

Firstly, many thanks to our sponsors who add the icing to the cake at our annual lunch.  Their logos have been displayed above me, but you will have also seen 2 other logos.

One is the Real Zero campaign, managed by the Institute of Refrigeration and funded by the Carbon Trust.  This excellent scheme seeks to advise on how the RAC sector can virtually eliminate refrigerant leakage.  Hence the target of a Real Zero on emissions.

This is related, of course, to our other guest logo : the F Gas Support helpline provided by Enviros on behalf of DEFRA.  This is another valuable resource to help the industry, and our customers, to comply with the European F Gas Regulation.  So I would urge you to use their website and their expertise if you have the slightest query about this complex legislation.

Clearly, refrigeration is my business and the key interest of BRA, but the other associations and their specialist groups cover a very diverse range of commercial activities – usually related to the built environment in some way, and almost always committed to energy efficiency and carbon reductions.

These requirements are a constant factor in our work as companies and in the activities of FETA’s associations.  Whether it is the promotion of domestic biomass by the BFCMA; the energy savings available through better building controls from the BCIA; the successful HPA work to have heat pumps accepted as part of the renewable mix across Europe; the removal of duplication and waste in project tendering by ADCAS; or the HEVAC contribution to the revision of Part F and L of the UK building regulations – you will be surprised at the diversity of the federation’s actions and influence.
But we do not claim to do this alone.  Both in the UK and Europe, and even in the United States, we work closely with organisations who have shared concerns and interests.  Many of those bodies are represented here today at the most senior levels, and we would like to record our appreciation to you all for your cooperation and support.
Together we can make a difference!  I am not sure where that expression comes from, but it reflects my personal view of the value of trade associations and the network of mutual support with other groups that I have just mentioned.

Some of you will have read my opening article in the FETA magazine, where I explain that membership of a trade body adds value to a member’s business and brings real benefits.

I have resisted mention of the “R” word until now, but would emphasise that collective and collaborative action through membership of an association is even more necessary during tough economic times.

One simple truth to support this thesis, is that the flow (some would say torrent) of legislation from Brussels and Whitehall is unlikely to subside, even during global recession.  Why?  Well politicians are there to legislate – that is their raison d’être.  And you will not have noticed any redundancies declared in the UK or European parliaments lately, unlike across much of British industry.

So they will continue to bombard this sector with new regulation – perhaps emanating from the climate summit in Copenhagen at the end of this year; or constant revisions to existing directives, for example EPBD and the Eco Design of Energy Using Products Directive.

How do we influence these additional burdens on our companies?  I suggest that the only effective and affordable way to represent our interest is through a trade association, by working together – despite being competitors in the market place – and developing persuasive and professional responses.

Amongst our guests today are officials from government departments and representatives of government agencies.  I know that they welcome our associations providing a representative view from the industry, and we will continue to do so.  However, those views are dependent upon the expertise and input from practitioners – in other words, most of the people in the room today.  Please continue with that effort if you are one of our willing volunteers, and please consider contributing to those efforts if you have not yet stepped forward to represent your company in the relevant section.  

And what of the future?  Tough times ahead – certainly.  But when was it ever easy to run a successful business?

FETA members operate in an engineering environment and it is engineers, technicians and craftsmen who make things work and sustain society.  Whether it is supporting the food chain with refrigeration or ventilating homes and offices our contribution is essential to the modern world, and to modernising less fortunate parts of the planet.

We will have a role both through the recession, and well beyond it.  We have to think now, how we wish to shape that future, and to do so we have the perfect forum via the FETA trade associations.  They will be there to support your aims and ambitions, so share those ideas with your association colleagues and prepare together for that inevitable upturn.

Thank you.

Eddie Gittoes, 

President FETA  and President BRA
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